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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed 
in due course. 



jX] This communication is responsive to response filed on July 5. 2000 
jX] The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-20 



□ The drawings filed on are acceptable. 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 

□ All □Some* QNone of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
'Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE to comply with the requirements noted below is set to EXPIRE 
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□ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed on , which has been 

approved by the examiner. 

□ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment/Comment. 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the reverse side of 
the drawings. The drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal lettter addressed to the Official 
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Response to Amendment 



1. 



As a result of the applicant's response filed July 5, 2000 (Paper # 9), 



claims 1-20 are now allowed. 



Reason For Allowance 



2. The closest prior art, Giger (US. 5,657,362) discloses an automated method and 
system for computerized detection of masses and parenchymal distortions in medical 
images of the mammograms comprising mass and spiculation detection. However, the 
closet prior art of Giger along with other prior art of records, fail to teach or suggest a 
system for detection of lesions in the digital mammogram wherein spiculation 
information are computed independent of computing mass information, as recited in 
independent method, apparatus and computer program product claims 1,10 and 15 
respectively, and in combination with the other elements of the claims. The instant 
application have provided extensive background in order to emphasize a need for a 
system that detects spiculated lesions in the mammogram which have no mass 
associated with them (specification, page 2, lines 26-37). All of the prior art system first 
detect suspicious mass and then analyze the suspicious mass to detect spiculation or 
any other abnormalities associated with the suspicious mass (specification, page 3, 
lines 25-35). 
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3. Claims 1-20 are allowed. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the Issue Fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the Issue Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments 
on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Jay Patel whose telephone number is (703) 
308-7728. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. The facsimile phone number for this group is (703 ) 308-5397. 
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